Recent reports from the National Crime Victimization Survey reveal that more than 960,000 incidents of violence against a current or former spouse, boyfriend, or girlfriend occur each year, and about 85% of the victims are women (Greenfeld, et al., 1998) . In 1996, violence by an intimate accounted for 21% of the violent crime against women, compared to 2% for men. On average, each year from 1992 to 1996, 8 of every 1,000 women were physically and/or sexually assaulted by a current or former intimate partner. 396 AUTHORS' NOTE: The authors wish to thank the officers and staff of the Family Violence Unit of the Houston Police Department for unflagging support and assistance toward the collection of data for this study.
Although less likely than males to experience violent crime overall, females are 8 times more likely than males to be assaulted by an intimate (Greenfeld et al., 1998) .
Stalking is frequently associated with intimate partner violence. Stalking, as defined in the National Violence Against Women (NVAW) Survey (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998) , includes repeated (i.e., two or more) occasions of visual or physical proximity, nonconsensual communication, or verbal, written, or implied threats that would cause a reasonable person fear. Using this definition, 81% of the women in the NVAW Survey who were stalked by a current or former husband or cohabiting partner were also physically assaulted by the same partner (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998) . This confirms other studies that report stalkers are more likely to be violent if they have had an intimate relationship with the victim (Coleman, 1997; Meloy, 1998) . When stalking occurs in conjunction with intimate partner violence, it is likely to end in severe violence and/or possible murder (DeBecker, 1997; Perez, 1993) .
Latest available figures document 1,800 murders committed by intimates in 1996 with three in every four victims being female. For the two decades 1976 to 1996, 29.7% of women victims were murdered by husbands, ex-husbands, and nonmarital partners compared to 5.9% of male victims. During the same time period, intimate murders accounted for 30% of all female murders and 6% of all male murders (Greenfeld et al., 1998) . Among murder victims for every age group, females are much more likely than males to have been murdered by an intimate (Cooper & Eaves, 1996) .
USE OF POLICE BY ABUSED WOMEN
Recent statistics show that among women assaulted by an intimate partner, about two thirds of Black women and half of White women reported the crime to the police. Almost one fourth of these same women also contacted a victim service agency (Greenfeld et al., 1998) . Others estimate that as few as 7% to 14% of intimate partner assaults are reported to the police (Kantor & Straus, 1990) . Several authors note a positive correlation between degree of abuse and use of criminal justice services, concluding that the more intense the abuse, the greater the likelihood of an abused woman contacting the police (Giles-Sims, 1983; McFarlane, Soeken, Reel, Parker, & Silva, 1997; Okun, 1986; Wiist & McFarlane, 1998) . National data show that women injured in violent crimes are more likely to report the incident to law enforcement than women not injured (Craven, 1996) . The association between increased abuse and use of criminal justice is consistent with a survivor model proposed by Gondolf & Fisher (1988) whereby abused women respond to more severe abuse with increased help seeking.
POLICE ACTION AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
In 1984 the results of a federally funded experiment in Minneapolis forever changed thinking about police action and domestic violence. To evaluate the effect of arrest on spouse perpetrators of domestic assault, a three-option randomized police response of arrest, mediation, or couple separation was evaluated for 314 cases (Sherman & Berk, 1984) . Each option was used at random by officers called to a domestic violence incident where both victim and suspect were present and the situation did not involve serious threats or danger to the victim. Using police records and victim interviews, repeat violence by the suspect was 10% among arrested suspects compared to 19% and 24% recidivism respectively for the mediated and separated offenders. Despite the call for further research, within 5 years of the results, 84% of all major police departments in the U.S. serving areas with more than 100,000 populace had adopted a policy that stated arrest was the preferred option in domestic violence situations (Hirschel & Hutchinson, 1991) . Five replication studies ensued with mixed results. Two studies supported arrest as a deterrent to future domestic violence (Berk, Campbell, Klap, & Western, 1992; Pate & Hamilton, 1992) , one study found the deterrent of arrest shortlived and no long-term difference between arrest and warning (Sherman et al., 1992) . Two studies found that arrest did not deter future violence (Dunford, Huizinga, & Elliot, 1990; Hirschel, Hutchinson, & Dean 1992) .
Concern exists relative to arrest increasing abuse to women compared to no police response at all (Wallace, 1999) . Scholars insist that none of the aforementioned studies are in a position to demonstrate increased violence following police action as the call for police assistance was the point of entry into the study (Hirschel & Hutchinson, 1996) . Langan and Innes (1986) found that abused women who did not call the police were more likely to be reassaulted than those that did call. Clearly, more research is merited.
PURPOSE
The panel on research on violence against women, established by the National Academy of Sciences, recommended studies that describe current services for victims and an evaluation of their effectiveness (Crowell & Burgess, 1996) . Abused women seek police assistance in a variety of ways including filing of assault charges. Depending on criminal justice guidelines and evidence presented, a woman's action to file assault charges may result in a variety of outcomes, including insufficient evidence for charges (either from the police and/or prosecution perspectives), arrest, inability to arrest (i.e., fugitive), or the woman choosing to drop charges. The purpose of this study was to describe the outcome of women's attempts to file assault charges in terms of violence reported before as compared to 3 and 6 months afterwards. Outcomes of filing were determined by police records. Violence was described by self-report using interview questionnaires.
METHOD
This descriptive study was conducted within a special family violence unit of a large urban police department servicing a population of 1.7 million citizens. The Family Violence Unit was established in 1991 with a mission to provide coordinated services for victims of family violence. There are no charges for any service provided by the Family Violence Unit. The unit is funded as part of the city's annual budget to the police department. A team of trained counselors provide crisis intervention counseling and community referral information. These counselors work alongside police officers who provide assault filing procedures. All persons presenting to the Family Violence Unit to file assault charges are assigned first to a counselor and then to a police officer. Individual counseling and community referral information is followed by police investigative and reporting procedures. Additional services provided include a loan program for phone taping devices and cellular telephones. All clients are given the name and phone number of their counselor and police officer and are encouraged to call back for further assistance. On average, 300 persons, mainly women, come to the unit each month to receive information and assistance with assault filing and dropping procedures, as well as instructions on how to obtain an order of protection. Most persons coming to the Family Violence Unit seek to file charges following a recent assault that the police investigated.
Following approval by the agency and institutional review board for human subjects, a consecutive sample of all women attempting to file assault charges and meeting study criteria were interviewed during a 30-day period. Inclusion criteria were (a) intent to file charges of assault, stalking, or harassment against a current or former intimate partner; (b) 18 years old or older; and (c) English-speaking. A total of 90 women met study criteria, consented to participate, and were interviewed. Six women meeting study criteria refused to participate. The primary reason given for refusal was time restriction and pain from injury resulting from the battering. Persons not meeting study criteria consisted primarily of Spanish-speaking women.
Following signing of informed consent, the investigators administered a demographic profile and three interview questionnaires: the Severity of Violence Against Women Scale (SVAWS) (Marshall, 1992) , Stalking Victimization Survey (SVS) (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998) , and Danger Assessment Scale (DAS) (Campbell, 1986) . Each questionnaire asked the women to report levels of violence for the past 3 months. At 3 and 6 months after the initial interview, the women were contacted by telephone and the questionnaires were readministered. The time period measured at each follow up was the preceding 3 months. Eighty-seven women completed the 3-month interview and 83 women completed the 6-month interview. Of the 7 women not completing the study, 2 withdrew and 5 were lost to follow up. Of the initial sample of women, 91% completed the 6-month follow up. Women were paid $20 for each completed interview.
INSTRUMENTS SEVERITY OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN SCALE (SVAWS)
The SVAWS is a 46-item questionnaire designed to measure two major dimensions: behaviors that threaten physical violence, and actual physical violence (Marshall, 1992) . Examples of behaviors that threaten physical violence are threats to destroy property, hurt the woman, or commit suicide. Examples of behaviors that represent actual physical violence are kicking, choking, burning, and beating up. Included are nine factors or subscales that have been demonstrated as valid through factor analytic techniques: Symbolic Violence and Mild, Moderate, and Serious Threats (Threats of Violence dimension), and Mild, Minor, Moderate, Serious, and Sexual Violence (Actual Violence dimension). For each behavior the woman responds using a 4-point Likert--type scale to indicate how often the behavior occurred (1 = never, 2 = once, 3 = a few times, and 4 = many times). Scores can range from 19 to 76 for the Threats dimension and from 27 to 108 for the Actual Violence dimension. Initial internal consistency reliability estimates ranged from .92 to .96 for a sample of 707 college female students and from .89 to .96 for a sample of 208 community women (Marshall, 1992) . For the present study, reliability (coefficient alpha) for the Threats of Violence dimension was .92 and for the Actual Violence dimension .97.
DANGER ASSESSMENT SCALE (DAS)
The DAS, consisting of 15 items with a yes/no response format, is designed to assist women in determining their potential risk for becoming a homicide victim (Campbell, 1986) . All items refer to risk factors that have been associated with murder in situations involving abuse. Examples of risk factors include the abusers' possession of a gun, use of drugs, and violent behavior outside the home. Initial reliability of the instrument was .71 and ranged from .60 to .86 in five subsequent studies (Campbell, 1995) . In this study, the reliability (coefficient alpha) was .69.
STALKING VICTIMIZATION SURVEY (SVS)
The SVS is an 18-item yes/no questionnaire. Eight items were developed by Tjaden and Thoennes (1998) as part of the Violence and Threats of Violence Against Women in America Survey (U.S. Department of Justice, 1998). Examples of items include: being followed or spied on, sent unsolicited letters or written correspondence, or finding the perpetrator standing outside the victim's home, school, or workplace. Content validity was established by a panel of experts. Ten items were added from the Sheridan (1998) HARASS instrument to form the 18-item SVS used in the present study. Examples of items added include threats by the abuser to harm the children or commit suicide if the woman left the relationship, leaving scary notes on her car, or threatening her family. In this study, reliability (coefficient alpha) was .83 for the set of 18 questions.
RESULTS
Among the sample of 90 women filing assault charges against an intimate partner, 54% were African American, 28% were Latina/Hispanic, 14% were White, 2% were Asian/Pacific Islander, and 1%, one woman, classified herself as mixed ethnicity (African American and White). The women ranged in age from 19 to 59 years with a median age of 29 years. More than half (55%) of the abused women defined themselves in current relationships with the abuser, and 80% of the women had children living with them. The majority of the children were 2 to 12 years old. About 64% of the women were employed, 78% of the women reported an annual income less than $30,000, and 68% had obtained at least a high school education.
To determine the outcome of each woman's case, police records were reviewed at 6 months. Five outcomes emerged. The number and percentage of women in each outcome group were as follows: 30 women (33%) had insufficient evidence for the police to file assault charges, 13 women (15%) had insufficient evidence for the district attorney's office to accept assault charges, 10 women (11%) dropped charges previously accepted by criminal justice officials, 33 (37%) of the perpetrators were arrested, and 4 (4%) of the perpetrators were fugitives.
Mean scores for threats of assault, actual assault, stalking, and danger at the time of filing charges by criminal justice outcome appear in Table 1. Tables 2 and 3 report violence scores at 3 and 6 months, respectively. To evaluate if mean violence scores varied by criminal justice outcome, one-way analysis of variance was completed for each time period. Because 12 tests were completed, the Bonferroni technique was used to guard against Type I error and a .004 significance level was used (.05/12 = .004). Only one statistically significant difference emerged. Compared to the other four outcome groups, danger at 3 months was significantly higher for women with insufficient evidence for the police to file charges, F = 6.23, df = 4 and 82, p < .001.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS
In this sample of 90 abused women, with the exception of danger at 3 months for one group of women, levels of violence did not differ by charges accepted or perpetrator arrested. Stated another way, whether the women had sufficient evidence for charges to be written by the police or accepted by the district attorney, as well as whether the suspect was arrested or remained a fugitive, made no difference in the amount of violence she reported at the time of filing charges or 3 and 6 months later. Do these findings indicate that the criminal justice interventions of arrest and prosecution are no more of a deterrent to future violence than an abused woman's attempt to file assault charges? Is it contact with the criminal justice system that deters violence, and not the specific actions of the system (i.e., arrest, warning, mediation)? When the police are contacted, whether by a telephone call or in person, the abuse becomes public. Just as the privatization of domestic violence contributes to its continuation, perhaps public knowledge can prevent reoccurrence. Although the 90 women were not asked about the suspects' knowledge of their attempt to file assault charges, many volunteered comments 404 VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN / April 2000 such as, "He does not know that I did not have enough evidence for charges. He thinks the police are looking for him," and, "He knows I went to the police. He is scared and does not come around anymore." Our findings support the experiments completed in Omaha, NE (Dunford, Huizinga, & Elliott, 1990) , Charlotte, NC (Hirschel, Hutchinson, & Dean, 1992) , Milwaukee, WI (Sherman et al., 1992) , and Colorado Springs, CO (Berk et al., 1992 ) that found no significant reduction in the prevalence of new violence following onscene arrest of offenders. The 90 women in this study report no greater reduction in new abuse following their attempt to file charges whether the perpetrator was arrested or not.
Troubling is the finding that nearly half of the women (48%) had insufficient evidence for filing or acceptance of charges, yet these women experienced levels of violence comparable to women with charges accepted and the suspect arrested. The significantly elevated danger score at 3 months for women with insufficient police evidence is most troubling. Although difficult to obtain, officer-and prosecutor-specific characteristics (e.g., personal beliefs, past experiences, training, gender, race, age, years on the force) might prove instructive in measuring whether certain officers and prosecutors are treating similar domestic violence information very differently. Clearly, many such research projects must be completed in a variety of departments with many diverse cohorts of women before generalizations about the connection between criminal justice intervention and violence deterrence can be made. Such research is quickly needed for policy recommendations.
This study has limitations. The women in this study met eligibility criteria of speaking English and seeking to file assault charges. Further research is needed on non-English-speaking complaints and persons who have been victimized but choose not to file assault charges. Additionally, this study was completed in an urban area. Replication is essential in rural settings with diverse ethnic groups, and in various criminal justice settings. Furthermore, the study relies totally on self-reports, which may underreport or overreport due to inadequate recall and/or lack of voluntary disclosure. No attempt was made to independently confirm any of the information. Additionally, and perhaps most important, this study used an agency sample. Despite the fact that this one agency uniquely served all residents of an urban city of 1.7 million residents, extrapolation of the results to the general population of persons abused by an intimate is not justifiable. How representative these complaints of intimate partner violence are of persons experiencing abuse by an intimate is unknown and will require additional research.
The findings of this study indicate that for this cohort of 90 women, the act of filing assault charges against an intimate partner was a powerful deterrent to future violence, whether or not the charges were accepted or the offender was arrested. Perhaps abused women acting in partnership with service agencies presents the greatest deterrent to future violence against them. 
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